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1. EDITORIAL

Whilst our membership numbers remain reasonably stable it would certainly benefit the Group to
increase numbers not only in terms of additional income but looking forward to the long term future of
the Group. We do have a number of younger members but the average age profile of the membership
does give some concern as to where we will be in the next few years or so. This is particularly true
with the living history branch as participating in re-enactment events does require a high commitment
and a degree of physical fitness and energy. We are coping with this at present but longer term it is
essential that we attract more younger members with a view to eventually taking part in the re-
enactment events and ultimately taking over from those who may wish to retire from such events. This
also applies of course to committee members. It is perhaps true to say that many younger people do not
have the same interest in heritage and history and desire to join groups such as ours when information
technology is so comprehensive and readily available from the comfort of their own homes. At the
same time there must be many who would be interested in joining if we could only reach them. Our re-
enactment events, our website, the regimental museum and the Assegai play their part in making
people know what we do and perhaps we should all now do what we can to be more pro-active in
helping to publicise our activities within our individual situations and capabilities.

2. ANNUAL RORKE’S DRIFT DINNER 2018

The annual dinner was held once again at the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells on 13" January
with 28 in attendance. Following pre-dinner drinks and meeting old friends, a three course meal with
coffee, tea and wine was served which was certainly up to the usual excellent standard. Unfortunately
Roger Morgan, our regular MC for the evening was absent through illness and good wishes were
expressed for a rapid return to health.

The Group in the Powys Suite Duncan with Douglas and Jimmy Patterson

Speeches following the meal were given by chairman Jimmy Reynolds when he thanked everyone for
attending and for the support given throughout what had been another successful year for the Group.
Our guest of honour and honorary colonel Tim Van-Rees then addressed the Group and also expressed
gratitude for the work of everyone in keeping alive the memory of the regiment. In helping with this
the importance of the interesting articles appearing in the Assegai were also mentioned in the ongoing
research and education process.

He then provided an update on the Regimental Museum and was happy to report that there had been a
significant increase in the number of visitors over the year which had helped the financial position.

The leasing arrangement with the MOD was on hold however as a condition of the lease was that their
nominated contractor for any building maintenance work had to be Carillion who were now in
liquidation and that the situation was being monitored. The dinner concluded with toasts to the Queen,
the Regiment, the Group and absent friends and also thanks given to the hotel and catering staff.




Socialising continued and of particular interest on display were Jimmy Patterson’s original Mk.4
Martini-Henry rifle and Duncan’s photo album giving a pictorial history of the Group from 1998
depicting the marches, parades and re-enactment events from many parts of the country.

3. ANNUAL RORKE’S DRIFT DINNER 2019

The dinner will again be held at the Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells on Saturday 12" January.
Details were included in the Spring News Sheet but for those who have not already responded these
are : Cost of the three course meal with wine is £28 per person with accommodation rates at the hotel
being : Standard twin/double room £49 per person per night. Executive twin/double £59 per person per
night. Single room £59 per person per night. Double/twin room for sole occupancy £68 per person per
night. When booking a non-refundable deposit of £20 is required. Tel 01597828590.

A dinner booking form is enclosed, please forward to the Group Treasurer Mr. Glynne Davies.

4. MINUTES OF THE 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 19" May

1. Chairman’s Welcome and Introduction
Jimmy Reynolds opened the meeting by thanking all 24 present for attending which was followed by
apologies for absences.
2. Minutes of the 2017 AGM and Matters Arising
The Secretary Danny Tully read out the minutes which had been published in the Autumn issue of the
Assegai allowing members the opportunity to examine them and to raise any questions. There were no
matters arising and as such the minutes were accepted as a true account.

He also confirmed that the minutes of this meeting would again be included in the next issue of the
Assegai due for publication in the Autumn.
3. Chairman’s Report
Jimmy started by confirming how well the group were now doing with regard to membership and
finances. The number of Living History events had been reduced however to take into account the
considerable effort required to organise and attend the events and encouraged non-uniformed members
to support the displays and presentations.
4.Secretary’s Report
Danny thanked everyone who helped over the year and particularly for making contact at reasonable
hours. He then went on to remind everyone of the physical strain of taking part in the Living History
events with regard to the relative ages of members and the need to change the emphasis of these events
to include more public engagement during the talks and presentations and where possible to minimise
marching displays and concentrate more on shooting and bayonet drills.
He also mentioned the new data protection act and the need for members formally agreeing for the
group to hold some of their personal details. Vivien Watkins would formulate a way of doing this.
5.Treasurer’s Report
Glynne Davies presented the financial report and balance sheet for the year which confirmed that the
group’s finances were in good order. Following a brief discussion it was agreed not to include the
details as part of the next issue of the Assegai but copies are available to view should members have
any specific reason to do so. In closing the Chairman thanked Glynne for all his efforts.
6. Membership Secretary’s Report
Vivien stated that the membership last year including honorary members totalled 60. A number of
members had still not renewed and she was in the process of sending out reminders of outstanding
subscriptions for 2018/2019.
7.Assegai Editor’s Report
Bill summarised the distribution for the year with 62 copies of the Autumn Newsletter sent to 55 UK
addresses and 7 overseas. The Spring News Sheet went to 42 UK addresses and 3 overseas, these
contained membership renewal forms together with the 2019 Rorke’s Drift dinner booking forms. This
move will help with the administration and organisation of the event.




He then read out a letter received from Bob Howells giving his apologies for being absent,
congratulating the group on the spirit and camaraderie he had always noted and donating a cheque for
£50 towards the printing costs of the Assegai. The editor was asked to send a letter of thanks.

8. Events Co-ordinator Report

Bob Coates spoke at length on the success of the Spetchley Park event in 2017 where there were over
1000 costumed re-enactors taking part and with the group being well represented there.

He then briefed everyone on the forthcoming events at Hay-on-Wye on 5™ August commemorating the
close of WW1 with our colour party parading there, and our last event being with the Worcester Re-
Enactors at Spetchley Park on 10"/11™ and 12" of August with a tented encampment, arena displays
and parades. He then ended with the programme for the Rorke’s Drift Rally displays and presentations
which would start immediately following the AGM.

Danny also spoke on this and also thanked Bob for his work and added that Richard Cartwright had
done an excellent job with the Martini ammunition and also thanked him together with Kevin
Cartwright and Robert Palfrey for setting up the camp at the rally field.

9. 2019 Rorke’s Drift Dinner

Danny said that he had to bring forward the date of the dinner for personal reasons to 12" January and
it was important for those who are coming to book early so that he could finalise details with the
Metropole hotel. With the details and booking forms included in the Spring issue Assegai News Sheet
this will help members to confirm their attendance and allow the details to be finalised early.

10. Election of Officers and Committee

Douglas opened by speaking eloquently of the work, effort and enthusiasm of the Committee and
thanked them for running the group so well and thanked all the membership for the support they
provided. He had now been Honorary President for 11 years but confirmed his wish to stand down as
his eyesight had deteriorated and that safe driving was becoming more difficult.

In line with the constitution he then formally tcrminatcd thc committee. There being no new
nominations for the future committee he then proposed that the immediate past committee in total be
re-elected and asked for a show of hands from the membership. This was duly given and the past
committee re-elected for 2018/2019.

11. Election of Honorary Life President

The committee confirmed their sincere wish to retain Douglas as President but also recognised the
position he was in. As a result it was proposed to amend the constitution and create a new role of
Honorary Life President. Bill Howells then read out a new Clause, 8.1 covering this. (see item 5)

This would confirm his Life Presidency and also his resignation from the committee in order to
remove the need to attend meetings but at the same maintaining his right to attend any meeting or
event as he wished. The matter was put to the members with Jimmy Patterson formally proposing and
which was seconded by Bill Cainan. The proposition was then carried unanimously.

12. Data Protection

A further discussion took place on the new act now in force which requires all organisations to have
approval from its members to hold personal details on their files. As all group members are formally
registered this requirement is already in place. As a safeguard however all present were asked to sign a
form before leaving but a formal document will be issued to all members later in the year.

13. Any Other Business

Bill Cainan offered to supply the 10 kilos of black powder he had in storage if needed by the Living
History section. Richard Cartwright our Armourer thanked him for the offer but replied that currently
the group were well stocked.

Jimmy Patterson expressed a wish to retire from the Living History section but would still be involved
as a committee member. The committee accepted and thanked him for his help over the years.

Bill Howells displayed a Shako Helmet plate he had borrowed from a friend with a history that it could
have belonged to Fred Hitch who of course was at Rorke’s Drift. The shako had been examined by
members of the committee and museum staff with the consensus that it was original and from the 1879
period. Unfortunately there is no provenance to go with it but if any further information is found an
article will be included in the next Assegai Newsletter.




Bill also mentioned that the following Wednesday 23" May marked the 20" anniversary of the
formation of the 1879 Group which brought out several nostalgic comments.
With no further business the chairman thanked everyone and formally closed the meeting.

5. AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

In compliance with AGM Minute 4.11 above, an amendment to the constitution was drafted for
approval at the meeting : ie. Addition to Clause 8.

Clause 8.1 Honorary Life President

‘At the discretion of the committee and with the approval of the general membership the post of
President may be elevated to that of Honorary Life President in recognition of an outstanding
contribution to the success and increased status of the group. The incumbent will cease to be a formal
member of the committee and will not be required to attend any committee meetings or events but will
maintain the right to do so entirely at his/her discretion’. This was formally approved by all.

6. REPORTS OF THE 2018 EVENTS

The Rorke’s Drift Rally

The first event of the year immediately followed the AGM at the Regimental museum on 19" May.
The uniformed lads dressed at the museum and then posed for group photographs outside which was
quite formal until the bikers arrived dressed in mock Zulu garb which raised a few eyebrows but they
certainly brought noise and colour to the proceedings in more ways than one. Members of the WW?2
South Wales Borderers Re-enactment group were also present.

Following the photo shoot the uniformed branch with one Zulu in attendance in full battle dress
marched off down the main road to the sports field (was this a first for Brecon!)

A small number of the group stayed at the museum with sentries stationed to greet the many visitors
who came. Talks were given by Bob Coates on different perspectives of Rorke’s Drift including the
effectiveness of bayonet versus assegai. Marcus Coates was in general support and inside the museum
Jimmy Patterson and Alan Gibbs answered many questions from the public.

Roger Morgan held talks in the forecourt on Victorian medical procedures and the use of anaesthetics
and surgical instruments. The following photographs are just a few of the many taken.

At the museum : Zulu passive. And Zulu active (behind you Danny!)



