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EDITORIAL

All members will know that this year has been a difficult one in which we have had to come to terms

with the loss of one of our most knowledgeable and respected members. As the Group’s Armourer

Keith Piggott’s role was paramount in managing the ordnance of the uniformed branch, the licensing,

specification, storage and handling of rifles and powder.

Our deepest condolences go to Keith’s family and long term partner Viv Watkins.

Keith’s loss of course follows on the passing of Roger Manning last year and whilst they will be badly
missed there is no doubt both would have wished the work of the Group to continue. With the
continuing hard work of the committee and support of all members that will surely happen. A personal
tribute to Keith is given below by Roger Morgan whose sentiments I am sure we all share.

IN MEMORIUM - KEITH PIGGOTT

This year we lost one of the longest serving and certainly the most dedicated member of the Group.
Keith blasted into our lives in a great cloud of smoke shortly after the Group was founded to act as our
Armourer. He arrived to look over the Martini Henry rifles which we had purchased and in no time
had infected us all with his great enthusiasm for all things historical and particularly for all things
which went bang! Keith had an encyclopaedic knowledge of historical firecarms and was a recognised
expert in his field advising museums, film and television productions and a legion of re-enactor
friends. Anyone who ever had the pleasure of hearing his ‘History of the Gun’ talks will testify to his
presentational skills and the wonderful played down way in which he imparted his knowledge taking
us from the medieval cannon to James Bond’s Walther PPK handgun and actually firing examples
from his private collection.

But he was more than this, he was also a true and loyal friend bringing a joy to every meeting and
turning up with a jolly ‘hello matey’ which we will miss so much. Certainly he had his troubles and
anyone who saw him first thing in the morning in camp as he fought off the arthritis and coaxed
himself into getting going against the terrible pain would really appreciate the grit of the man. But I
believe we will all remember him after the events were closed and when dinner was done diving into
his tent and emerging with the cheese board, crackers and bottles of something welcome and
interesting. We will also remember his tendency to break into Victorian monologues at the drop of a
hat and how he fitted all his equipment into his car (I still haven’t worked that one out!) but above all
we will remember his generosity. Not with material things but that most important element, his time.
He always made time for everyone. I certainly count myself blessed that I could call Keith a friend and
to be honest I still expect the phone to ring and to be tied up for an hour or so talking about Zulus,
planes, pirates, knights and the merits of canvas tents. If only that could still be so.

What he brought to the 1879 Group was incredible, what he gave to historical re-enactment and living
history since the 1960’s is immeasurable and from standing in the firing line with his Martini Henry or
thundering across a field on horseback, leading ‘the dancing bear’ (his father Dave) through an
astonished crowd or just holding court around the camp fire, we will miss him. By heck we will.

And in ending, of course our thoughts are with Viv, Dave and his family who will miss him most. But
we also will never forget our good friend Keith.

2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM held on 24™ May at the RRW museum drew 21 members and there was inevitably an air of
sadness during the proceedings as we all remembered Keith. The meeting in fact started with a two
minute standing silence whilst ‘Sunset’ and the ‘Last Post’ was played.

The agenda opened with the reading and acceptance of the 2013 AGM minutes which was followed
by the Chairman’s and Secretary’s reports for the year. Balance sheets were handed out by the
Treasurer confirming the Group’s finances were satisfactory. The events programme for 2014 and
membership were discussed and agreed followed by an update on the Assegai provided by the editor.



