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EDITORIAL

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the Assegai and it is good to report another successful if limited
summer events programme thanks to, as usual our uniformed branch who continue to work hard in
flying the flag for the benefit of all members. Which leads on to the sad death earlier this year of
one who put in so much work for the group and who played such a central role that he will be
difficult to replace.

Roger Manning died in January just after issue of the last Assegai having been unwell for a number
of years. Apart from being an active committee member he was also of course the most senior
member of the group in his role of General Chelmsford, his portrayal of whom was meticulous as
one would expect of someone who was a keen student of the Victorian era. He was a key figure in
the organisation of the Llandrindod Wells Victorian week held in the town every August and a visit
to his home confirmed his love of the subject which held a wide collection of memorabilia from the
Victorian era.

Those who attended the Rorke’s Drift dinner each January will know that Roger did much of the
organising and took on the role of Master of Ceremonies each time and managed the proceedings in
a highly professional way with not a little humour as well which made for such enjoyable evenings.
He will be sadly missed by all those who knew him but none more so than his good lady Daphne
who supported him so well through everything he was involved with. Our heartfelt condolence with
a bouquet of flowers was passed on to her on behalf of all members of the group. An obituary and
personal tribute by Keith Piggot is given below.

IN MEMORIUM - ROGER MANNING

I had known Roger since I joined the Group some
twelve years ago and we became great friends. I often
@ stayed with Roger and Daphne at their home in

! Llandrindod Wells where there was always a warm
welcome. Roger played a leading part in the running of
the 1879 Group via his unstinting work on the
committee taking a major role in organising our annual
| dinners and of course displaying his incomparable skill
| as Master of Ceremonies. This skill he also brought to
| good use at the performances of Old Time Music Hall
@ which he helped to produce for the Royal Alert Hall in
~ Llandrindod Wells and which I have been privileged to
enjoy when I came to stay. Indeed his skill as scenic
artist and props maker as well as his work on stage and
front of house will I am sure be greatly missed by the
community. Roger was a man of many parts and was
always busy with some prOJect He used to amuse me with tales from his National Service days in
the RAF including the time he had to convince his Commanding Officer that he was not spying for
the Russians after some drawings he had made of the new Lightning Fighter were brought to his
attention. He was an accomplished art teacher and photographer and I remember him taking us to see
a full size replica of a Bleriot flying machine he had constructed in his garage workshop and which
was proudly on display in the Cycling Museum in Llandrindod Wells. Roger was a great figurehead
for both the 1879 Group and his local community and a true friend who I will miss very much.

2014 RORKE’S DRIFT DINNER

After a lapse of a number of years the annual Rorke’s Drift dinner is to be held once again at the
Metropole Hotel in Llandrindod Wells on Saturday 18th January at 7.30pm.

The cost of the dinner is £24 per person. If you wish to attend please fill in the booking form
received from Danny Tully and send to Glynne Davies, SA Chenies Parade, Chalfont Station Road,

3



